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We Appreciate Your Steadfast Support 

Dear H Foundation Supporters and Friends, 

On behalf of the Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center of Northwestern 
University, thank you for supporting and advocating for basic science cancer 
research. We are deeply grateful to The H Foundation for being a steadfast 
philanthropic partner and champion of Lurie Cancer Center. 

This past summer, more than 1,000 generous friends of The H Foundation came 
together to celebrate the 23rd Annual Goombay Bash at Navy Pier. The H Foundation’s Caribbean-
themed event raised a record with more than $1.2 million to support breakthrough early-stage cancer 
research at Lurie Cancer Center. Your active commitment to making a difference in the fight against 
cancer is inspiring. 

I am pleased to share the following report on our dedicated scientists who received H Foundation 
awards over the last year. The H Foundation is making a tremendous impact by helping us train future 
generations of cancer researchers to lead their own research teams and discover improved ways to 
prevent and treat cancer. We are truly grateful for The H Foundation’s continued giving and generosity, 
which we never take for granted and need now more than ever. 

Sincerely,

Leonidas C. Platanias, MD, PhD
Jesse, Sara, Andrew, Abigail, Benjamin, and Elizabeth Lurie Professor of Oncology
Director, Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center of Northwestern University

Impact Report December 2025



Investing in Cancer Researchers

The H Foundation has a long history of financially supporting trainees—graduate students and 
postdoctoral fellows—in their research journeys, and they have succeeded as a result. The journeys 
of three trainees who were supported by The H Foundation are shared below. We recognize, celebrate, 
and thank The H Foundation for supporting and advancing such a vast and highly successful 
community of young scientists.

Jason Miska, PhD, assistant professor of Neurological Surgery, received H Foundation 
funding in 2020 through a collaboration award. He built a collaboration studying 
barriers to making immunotherapy work for glioblastoma, a highly aggressive form of 
brain cancer that has a very low five-year survival rate. The $10,000 investment from 
The H Foundation has led to over $1 million in National Institutes of Health funding. 
Investment in scientists, like Dr. Miska, lead to generations of cancer investigators 
as he is now mentoring his own students and serving as a mentor on Northwestern’s 
Carcinogenesis Training Program, which trains 14 students in cancer research every year.

Deanna Tiek, PhD, received funding from The H Foundation in 2022 through the 
Lurie Cancer Center’s Translational Pathways program. This program is designed for 
postdoctoral fellows to pursue independent projects that will help them develop 
into independent translational scientists. Dr. Tiek leveraged a $20,000 investment by 
The H Foundation into over $1 million in grant funding from the National Institutes 
of Health and the Department of Defense. She achieved her dream of becoming a 
faculty member at the Cleveland Clinic beginning in 2025. Dr. Tiek’s laboratory studies 
drug-resistant pediatric and adult brain tumors.
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Lurie Cancer Center members 

received vital H Foundation support 
during Fiscal Year 2025. 

More than $15 million                         
has been raised by The H Foundation 
since 2001 to support breakthrough 

basic science cancer research.
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leveraged support from The 
H Foundation into more than        

$300 million in private and 
government grants for cancer 

research.

 Lurie Cancer Center hosted over 
65 scientific symposia, seminars, 

and conferences in 2024–2025, 
thanks to funds provided by                         

The H Foundation.



Tianyu Yang, PhD, was also funded through the Translational Pathways program in 
2024. As an engineer, her application focused on developing a wearable device to 
detect the onset of lymphedema, a serious swelling syndrome that occurs following 
lymph node removal in breast, head and neck, and other cancers. The syndrome is 
debilitating, and patients can be frequently hospitalized due to infections. Tianyu’s 
device was developed, and a team was assembled to conduct a clinical trial with 30 
patients with stage 1 and 2 lymphedema. The clinical trial is coming to conclusion, 
and results look extremely promising. Next steps will be further developing the 
device for at-home monitoring following cancer surgery, thus easing the burden on patients to have 
to constantly come to the clinic to be monitored. Dr. Yang achieved her dream of becoming a faculty 
member in the School for Engineering of Matter, Transport and Energy at Arizona State University.

H Foundation Symposium 

The 2025 H Foundation Symposium was chaired by Hidayatullah Munshi, MD, Luisa Iruela-Arispe, PhD, 
and Bin Zhang, PhD, and focused on “Immunometabolism and Synthetic Immunology in Cancer.” Six 
speakers educated the research community on this important and evolving topic, which is leading to 
new insights into cancer treatment. The H Foundation’s support of these large symposia is crucial for 
building research collaborations and aligning research priorities throughout the cancer center. 

The H Foundation also supported more than 65 seminars for the Lurie Cancer Center’s basic research 
programs and multiple educational clubs on both the Chicago and Evanston campuses. H Foundation 
funding also supported a retreat focused on cancer immunology with over 100 researchers in 
attendance.

H Foundation Award Recipients for Fiscal Year 2025

Community/Basic Research Bridge Award: 
Irum Khan, MD, and Melissa Simon, MD, MPH
Huiping Liu, MD, PhD, and Patricia Robinson, MD

Research Program Development Award:
Yan Liu, PhD, Peng Ji, MD, PhD, Lucy Godley, MD, PhD, and 
Elizabeth Eklund, MD

Translational Bridge Student Award: 
Jaehyuk Choi, MD, PhD, Caroline Le Poole, PhD, Booki Min, DVM, 
PhD, and 
Julia Yescas (Graduate student)
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“Optional pull quote here, based on length of student’s letter. Resize box as necessary. 
Example: “Dr. and Mrs. Margulies, I can’t thank you enough for investing in me and my 
medical education here at Feinberg. I will do my best to make you both proud.”
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With Immense Gratitude 

All of us at the Robert H. Lurie Comprehensive Cancer Center of Northwestern University and 
Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine are enormously grateful for The H Foundation’s 
commitment in helping us to accelerate crucial early-stage cancer research. By leading scientific 
collaborations, our physicians and scientists can push boundaries, break down barriers, and transform 
the future of cancer care.

If you would like more information regarding this report or Lurie Cancer Center, please contact: 

Nicole Langert | Director, Major Gifts  
Development and Alumni Relations | Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine		
Arthur J. Rubloff Building, 9th Floor | 420 East Superior Street | Chicago, IL 60611 
P. 312-503-1656 | E. nicole.langert@northwestern.edu


